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Narrative  

 

Prof. Satake received B.S. and M. S. in Geophysics from Hokkaido University, and Ph. D., 

also in Geophysics, from University of Tokyo in 1987. He then spent two years as a Postdoc 

at Seismological Laboratory of California Institute of Technology, and five years as an 

Assistant Professor at Department of Geological Sciences, University of Michigan.  In 

1995, after the devastating Kobe earthquake in Japan, he returned home to perform 

geological studies of earthquakes and tsunamis at the Geological Survey of Japan. He had 

been studying earthquakes and tsunami using both geophysical and geological 

methodologies. After the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, he has performed many collaborative 

projects in Asian countries, such as Thailand, India, Indonesia, or Myanmar. In January 

2008, he moved to Earthquake Research Institute, the University of Tokyo, currently a 

leader of SATREPS (Science and Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable 

Development) project “Multi-disciplinary Hazard Reduction from Earthquakes and 

Volcanoes in Indonesia.”  He is also chair of tsunami commission of IUGG (International 

Union of Geodesy and Geophysics).  

 

He was one of the founding members of AOGS, and experienced Interim Council Member 

(-2004), First Secretary General (2004-2006), and President of Solid Earth section 

(2006-2008). He had been Volume-editor-in-chief of Solid Earth volume of Advances in 

Geosciences (volume 13 and 20), and currently Editor-in-Chief of the volume series.  

 

Last year (in 2010), he was awarded AGU fellow “for interdisciplinary and international 

contributions to earthquake and tsunami sciences”.  


